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Wednesday 8 April, 2026
Statement on the Massacres Against Civilians in Lebanon and the Unprecedented
Escalation

When civilians become targets, silence is no longer neutral.

Lebanon is facing a dangerous escalation, with more than 100 airstrikes hitting
densely populated areas, many of them sheltering civilians and displaced families,
without prior warning.

The result: rising casualties, hundreds injured, entire residential buildings destroyed,
and families still trapped under the rubble.

Even more alarming is the reported targeting of displacement shelters, including schools
and universities. Such actions represent a serious breach of international
humanitarian law, particularly the principles of distinction and civilian protection.

Indiscriminate attacks, the targeting of civilians in their places of refuge, and the
spread of fear have pushed hospitals and emergency services beyond capacity, further
compounding human suffering.

Civilian gatherings have not been spared, including funeral processions, where women,
children, and entire families have been killed.

With threats of further escalation in the coming hours, millions of civilians remain at
immediate risk.

These acts may amount to war crimes, given the apparent targeting of civilians, civilian
infrastructure, and the obstruction of life-saving emergency response efforts.

The message to the international community is clear:
e Act now to stop the attacks and protect civilians
e Ensure independent investigations and accountability
e Enable safe and immediate humanitarian access

Silence is not neutrality, it is complicity.
Now is the time to act.
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